[The protective properties of the surface layers of the epithelium of the oral mucosa].
Smear impressions of human buccal mucosa keratotic and nonkeratotic zones in health were studied by histochemical methods. Differences in the cytochemical spectrum of biopolymers contained in nucleus-free scales and nucleus-containing cells were revealed. Cationic proteins, acid phosphatase, and nonspecific esterase detected in exfoliative epithelial cells are particularly interesting. Exfoliative cells of the buccal epithelium play an important role in its protective reactions.